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“Do Justice... 


Love kindness... 


Walk humbly with God.” 


Reflections on the Southeast Conference Annual Meeting 


June 10-17. 2000 
Montgomery, Alabama 


By Timothy C. Downs 


at a time we had! So much was packed into two days, we 

were heady with the joy of being together and the opportu 

nities we shared. Woven throughout our Annual Meeting 

was the extraordinary hospitality of the members of Community 

Congregational United Church of Christ, who had painted, buffed, 

shined, and landscaped in preparation for our coming. At every 

corner throughout the event was a member of the church in an 

Annual Meeting T-shirt, to give us a hand and point us in the right 
direction. The hospitality was pervasive, and so generous. 

Friday, the church was buzzing with activity. Steve Gifford 
of the Board for Homeland Ministries provided a day-long keynote 
for TAP (Theology Among the People) participants, bringing them 
new perspectives on church life and congregational dynamics. Eigh- 
teen of the 30 participants in the TAP program gathered for this 
special session and for recognition of their completion of one year of 
study. Our new church start pastors met with Joyce Morrow Jones, ia Doane thank Bonata Wotton tora 
also of the Board for Homeland Ministries, to explore ways to intro- $100,000 chock from th 
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start of an afternoon Civil Rights Tour of Montgomery. 

During the business meeting Saturday morning, we received and celebrated a gift of $100,000 from the 
Massachusetts Conference to the Southeast Conference for the work of new church development. We ap- 
proved the budgets for 2000 and 2001, notinga Gramans 3 increase in income, largely from grants but also from 

a generous rise in OCWM (Our Church’s Wider 
Mission) contributions from our congregations. 

Considerable conversation took place at 
the Board of Directors meeting, and on the floor, 
about ways for us to become more effective in 
our witness on issues of social justice, particu- 
larly in light of the absence of resolutions this 
year. The Board is committed to studying this 
matter through the appointment of a task force 
and to making a recommendation in time for us 
to act at the 2001 Annual Meeting. 


A slop on the Montgomery Civil Rights tour. 


(continued on page 4) 
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“Grace to you, and peace ... 
A Letter from the Conference Minister 


There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you 
belong to Christ then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the 
promise. 

—Galatians 3:28-29 


| a Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 


Over the course of our worship and praise at the Annual Meeting of the Southeast Conference, | lis- 
tened, watched, sang, and clapped as our music moved us—from the hymns of my youth to gospel, to praise, 
and, yes, even to rap music. We sang South African freedom songs as we marched around the sanctuary. I 
know as we moved from one style of music to another, some of us found our eyes lighting up as we heard 
familiar tunes and words, or found ourselves being transformed by new words and new tunes. Others of us 
squirmed a little at the unfamiliar or the unexpected. 

As we lift up the new motto of the Southeast Conference—“Many Voices, One in Christ’ —and as we 
consider the words of Paul’s letter to the Galatians—“...for all of you are one in Christ Jesus”—it seems that the 
music of our Annual Meeting, which inspired and lifted up, or which occasionally made some edgy or uncom- 
fortable, is an example of what it means to live in the midst of diversity. Time and again, I’m aware that when 
I live from day to day in the groove of that which is familiar, among those who easily agree with me, V’m not 
pressed to new understandings. 

However, as I move throughout the Southeast Conference speaking from day to day with people of 
different theological persuasions, of different ways of expression and song, in different contexts—from rural to 
urban, from African-American to European-American—I find myself constantly stirred and inspired. This 
* diversity provokes me to new perspectives on faith, on Jesus Christ, and on the richness of our differences 
through which we proclaim the Gospel. 

A friend said to me recently, “I did not really understand the English language with which | was raised 
until I had to learn French.” Often we don’t fully understand ourselves until we are pressed by our differences 
from others. The Apostle Paul understood how the church of Jesus Christ was blessed to be a place where 
“Jew and Greek, slave and free, male and female” gathered and were reconciled. Likewise, | and many of us 
were blessed to hear the name of Jesus praised in rap, God glorified in the hymns of days gone by, and all of 
us clapping and dancing to the tune of “We Are Marching in the Light of God.” 

As the Southeast Conference moves forward, I again invite your voice to be a part of the testimony and 
proclamation, because your voice is a part of completing the circle into which we are drawn in Jesus Christ. 
And, yes, I was a little uneasy as the electric bass played the first chords of a song, but I also found that I 
started to like the many voices and styles. God has gifted us with one another. Thanks be to God! 


In Peace, 
Timothy C. Downs 


Check Out the Website! 


Go to #8: ¢ and see the improvements to the Southeast Conference website. 
Thanks to the taal work of Gerri Ryons-Hudson, and the creative flourishes of Dana Patterson of 
Agnes Scott College, we have a brand new site! We will update it regularly and are eager to make 
it as effective as possible for communicating our message. If you have any feedback, 4 or youd a Hie 
to link your church’s website to ours, please contact Joyce Hollyday at & 
P.O. Box 1627, Pisgah Forest, NC 28768; 800-442-1064. 
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UCC Celebration 2000 


ndings...beginnings...joyful celebration and prayer 

ul anticipation—that’s what brought hundreds 
and hundreds of UCC folk to Cleveland for a weekend 
in late June. Titled “UCC Celebration 2000,” it was all 
about our “Faithful Legacy and Fervent Hope.” This 
event honored the ministry of the former instrumen- 
talities of the national setting of the church and inau- 
gurated the new structure approved at the General 
Synods in 1997 and 1999. 

On Sunday, June 25, the 43™ anniversary of 
the United Church of Christ, at the very site of the 
Uniting General Synod of the UCC in 1957, the week- 
end culminated in a worship service. It was a time to 
mark an important transition in the life of the UCC, a 
moment to offer gratitude for outgoing ministries and 
their officers and to install the new five-member “Col- 
legium of Officers,” who will lead the church and its 
new covenanted ministries into the 21% century. Our 
new officers are: John Thomas, General Minister and 
President; Edith Guffey, Associate General Minister; 
Dale Bishop, Executive Minister for Wider Church Min- 
istries; Bernice Powell Jackson, Executive Minister for 
Justice and Peace Ministries; and Jose Malayang, Ex- 
ecutive Minister for Local Church Ministries. 

The whole weekend was a time to say “Thank 
you, God, for what has been” and “Now bless us and 
show us the way.” We joined together to honor our 
traditions and rejoice in our future. A number of folks 
from the Southeast Conference attended, and each has 
a story to tell. For me, here are a few of the highlights: 

*A tour of the UCC Church House at 700 Pros- 
pect Avenue, a nine-story building with its beautiful 
Amistad Chapel, a place of work, worship, and hospi- 
tality siete 


UCC President John Thomas greets 
Joyce Myers-Brown ( loft) and Virginia McCamey 
at UCC Celebration 2000. 


*The celebrative Office for Church Life and Lead- 
ership Banquet, which Virginia McCamey and [| at- 
tended as former staff. As retiring Executive Director 
William Hulteen reminded us, “We’re closing the book, 
but well open it from time to time and remember...and 
the best will go on...” 

*Coffee with former officers and executives, in- 
cluding former UCC presidents Paul Sherry and Avery 
Post, also Yvonne Delk, Marilyn Breitling, and others— 
some of the saints of God! 

*A luncheon with other former missionaries 
(FOCUS) and a session explaining our new covenanted 
ministries, inviting us to be friends and supporters. 

Saturday was the UCC Celebration 2000 Ban- 
quet. What an evening! More than 1,000 people gath- 
ered. We sang, prayed, shared, and feasted. We heard 
the Southeast Conference’s own Andrew Young, who 
lifted up the UCC’s faithful legacy and challenged us 
to a faithful witness in the future. During Sunday 
afternoon’s culminating Celebration of Word and Sac- 
rament, preacher Robin Myers reminded us that 
“change protects us from idolatry,” and that we are 
always called “to go with God into a future which is 
always on God’s mind.” A new era has begun! 

I close with words from our new president, John 
Thomas: Together as God’s people in the United Church 
of Christ we celebrate God’s strength in our life through 
43 years, and pray that new leaders and Ministries will 
continue to experience that same strength for the well 
being of the church and for the healing and hope of the 
whole creation. 

—Joyce Myers-Brown 


Voices @& Visions 
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Music and praise, led by Paul Sadler and other o* "a, a, 
leading musicians of the United Church of Christ, in- 
fused the entire event and lifted our spirits throughout. 2” "Annual Meeting * 
Worship had us on our feet and clapping, in tears and in * 2 
laughter. The preaching by Steve Gifford on Friday night “ay e 2000! 7 ae 
reminded us of who we are and whose we are, and of our "Se Raven awe ert laa 


call to faithful service, mission, and outreach. These 
themes were echoed by Bennie Whiten, retiring Confer- 
ence Minister of the Massachusetts Conference, who 
preached the sermon Saturday evening, “Lest We For- 
get,” reminding us that it is God who works in and 
through us. 

During the memorial service, we remembered 
those who have passed on from our congregations, who 
set in place the foundations upon which we build our 
ministries. The service was deeply moving as we prayed, 
then sang, and then were taken to new heights by the 
musicians, joined by the incredible voice of our own 
Milton Hurst. The service in which we recognized the 
anniversaries of ordinations allowed us time to lift up 
and celebrate 50 years of ministry for John Lackey, 30 
years for John Mingus, and 10 years for Rodney Franklin. 

The Conference paid the expenses of our in-care 
students, and we were grateful to have so many of them 
among us. More than 30 youth also attended, touring 
Montgomery Civil Rights sites and reflecting together on the challenges and joys of living with diversity. Fifteen 
workshops were held “for the equipping of the saints,” 
led by some of our own talent, national UCC staff, and 
others. We looked at ways in which we can under- 
stand and strengthen our local congregations for effec- 
tive ministry in their contexts. 

On Sunday morning, we celebrated with pastor 
Bennie Liggins and Community Congregational Church 
the milestone of moving from a new church start to an 
established congregation, after four years of ministry. 
The service, with Bennie Whiten preaching once again, 
was the crowning touch of a marvelous weekend to- 
gether. 


Our UCC musicians. 


In summary, we were blessed with the extraor- 
dinary hospitality of our newest congregation, the com- 
pany of one another, and a dynamic sense of renewal 
taking root in our conference. With joy, we shared work- 
Wasscle Wet brcr aval Soca Fiabun, shops that inspired, worship that uplifted, and the best 

ribs I have ever eaten! 


A Better U nderstanding 


About 20 to 25 kids attended the Annual Meeting. We had a chance to participate in a “Speak Out.” We 
talked to the adults about problems that teens are concerned with. Ten or 11 kids went to the front of the room 
to talk about their concerns. Most were about my age. They spoke about important issues like drugs, alcohol, 
violence, and teen pregnancy. We left feeling better that the adults are aware of the problems that young people 
have today. 

A high point of the Annual Meeting was the Saturday night preaching, and all the singing and dancing 
in worship. We spent most of our time in church activities, but the tour of Montgomery was interesting. We 
learned quite a bit about the history of black society in Montgomery. 

I enjoyed spending time in the motel, watching scary movies and having good conversations. But the 


most important thing I came away with was a better understanding of the problems that African Americans 
have to deal with in America. 


—Michael Williams 
Pilgrim Congregational UCC 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
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Participants in the TAP Program gathered on Friday. 


Awash in God’s Grace 


After an eight-hour trip from Charleston, S.C., I 
arrived in Montgomery and was greeted in the hallway of 
Community Congregational Church by a member, whose 
open warmth, sweet smile, and gracious dignity set the 
stage for an exceptional weekend. The Annual Meeting had 
special meaning for me, because my doctor had delayed 
my abdominal surgery so that I could attend. I wanted to 
treasure each moment as if it were my last. As a nurse and 
chaplain, I know the risks of surgery, and there is nothing 
like the fear of death to help illuminate the present in crystal 
clarity. The altar call and anointing in Friday’s service an- 
swered a deep longing for that powerful and ancient ritual. 
I felt awash in God’s grace. 

I was determined to be present at the meeting to 
support, nurture, and celebrate something I believe in 
deeply: theological education—specifically TAP (Theology 
Among the People) and the broad UCC vision. With our 
seats arranged in a circle, and Dick Sales and Steve Gifford 
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leading our TAP sessions, I experienced Christ 
anew, thriving in the exquisite Pentecost liturgy, 
gospel songs, prayers, and shared stories of faith. 
The information on UCC history, church growth, 
and evangelism helped me to see my community 
role as a chaplain more clearly. The fact that our 
two leaders and Tim Downs spent so much time 
with us to broaden our perspectives felt empower- 
ing and encouraging. It also reflected the gravity of 
what we are about as students, as life-long learn- 
ers of the gospel and the ways God works through 
us, with us, and for us. 

As a student, I appreciated the physical sup- 
port given by the Southeast Conference in the form 
of lodging, books, manuals, handouts, certificates, 
and recognition, which showed added commitment 
to struggling and striving learners. Each gift was a 
balm for my psyche—and my pocketbook. Some- 
times the weight of being even a part-time semi- 
nary student seems too much in a modern aca- 
demic setting with (however well-intended) expec- 
tations and data beyond average human capacity. 

TAP, on the other hand, has helped me grow 
in a Spirit-led and -fed process that is gospel-re- 
vealing, soul-nurturing, community-building, 
leader-empowering, and life- and hope-giving. In 
its pure form, TAP engenders values of doing jus- 
tice (to each other and the learning process), loving 
kindness, and walking humbly with God. Indeed, 
the entire Annual Meeting and the hospitality of 
Community Congregational Church showed these 
values. I am forever grateful for the new joy, tools, 
and support to carry out my mission and vision of 
building the City of God while serving the 
marginalized ill, elderly, and dying. 

—Geni Felsinger 
TAP participant/Student-in-care 
Circular Church, Charleston, S.C. 
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Jamie Brewster speaks out for the youth. 


Youth Were Blessed 


The youth had a significant role in the An- 
nual Meeting this year. We spent Friday evening with 
great food, fellowship, and worship. We began Sat- 
urday with a seminar titled “Experiencing God.” Af- 
ter a brief break, we participated in a discussion 
about diversity and different styles of worship. 

Our next major discussion was used to pre- 
pare for “Speak Out,” an opportunity to briefly share 
with others any concern or thought we may have. I 
was chosen to moderate the discussion. We began 
to share thoughts and assign specific topics to indi- 
viduals. 

After lunch we had an opportunity to tour 
parts of Montgomery and visit several important 
sites. Our first stop was a church that had been 
pastored by Dr. Martin Luther King. We were able 
to see the original furniture as well as plaques and 
a mural about the lives of Dr. King and others who 
were major participants in the Civil Rights move- 
ment. Other stops included the State Capitol, the 
former home of Dr. King, and the Civil Rights Monu- 
ment. 

We returned to the church for an evening 
session and to depart. All of the youth were blessed 
by attending the Annual Meeting and look forward 
to an even bigger youth delegation next year. 

—Jamie Brewster 
First United Church of Christ, 
Sweetwater, Tennessee 


Great Hope for the 
Present and Future 


Thank you for the invitation to join the 
Southeast Conference Annual Meeting in Mont- 
gomery. Everything was wonderful—from the 
people I met at the host church, to the workshop 
participants and booth visitors, to the outstand- 
ing closing worship. It was a memorable experi- 
ence and one that gives me great hope for the 
present and future of the UCC. I hope that you 
will continue to be sustained and challenged by 
the diversity and commitment of the Southeast 
Conference. Being in Montgomery showed me that 
it would be enjoyable and meaningful to work with 
the people of the UCC in the Southeast, and | look 
forward to the possibility. Meanwhile, keep up the 
good work. 

—Jana Norman-Richardson 
Co-founder, the Greenfield Institute 
Workshop leader 


Woman Wisdom: Welcoming the 
Stranger in a Multi-faith World 


The women of the Alabama-Tennessee As- 
sociation invite all women of the Southeast Con- 
ference to attend a one-day retreat on Satur- 
day, October 28, 2000, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m., at Pleasant Hill Community Church, UCC, 
in Pleasant Hill, Tenn. The co-facilitators will be 
Rev. Dr. Diana Reed Jackson, co-founder and co- 
ordinator of the Women’s Multi-faith Center in 
Orlando, Fla., and Janis Knight, director of edu- 
cation at Beth AM (House of the People) Congre- 
gation of Conservative Judaism in Longwood, Fla. 

The title of the program is “Women Wis- 
dom: Welcoming the Stranger in a Multi-faith 
World.” Through reflection, ritualizing, and cre- 
ating, we will explore ways to share hospitality 
toward, and ways to share power with, our sis- 
ters in the world’s religious traditions. We will 
discover specific strategies to employ in our daily 
lives and in our congregations that will enable us 
not to “bear false witness” against our neighbors 
of various faith traditions. 

Registration deadline is October 7. For 
more information and registration form, contact 
Jean Clark (Pleasant Hill) at 931-277-5467; e- 
mail: clarkjd@multiproe.com, or Susan Rice (Bir- 
mingham) at 205-592-6568; e-mail: 
mpruittSOO@aol.com 


More than a Reasonable Doubt 
Reflections on the Death Penalty 


On April 5, 2000, I was in the death house at 
Riverbend Maximum Security Institution in Nashville, 
Tenn. My friend and brother in Christ, Philip Work- 
man, was scheduled for execution in the early hours 
of April 6. Philip’s family—his two brothers, grown 
daughter, and her children—and I rotated in and out 
of the small visiting booth, talking with him through 
the glass. As difficult as these situations always are 
for me, this one was especially so. The pain of final 
good-byes was accompanied by my certainty that 
Philip Workman had been framed by Memphis police 
and prosecutors for a murder he did not commit. 

Philip is one of 16 people on Tennessee’s death 
row who I am convinced are innocent of murder. A 
report detailing these cases, “More than a Reasonable 
Doubt: A Study of Probable Innocence Cases on 
Tennessee’s Death Row,” will be released at the Na- 
tional Press Club in Washington, D.C., on September 
13. The report is a result of my ministry with the con- 
demned and a death row visitation my colleagues and 
I have operated since 1975. 

I do not think that finding 16 such cases out 
of 100 on death row is unique to Tennessee. The death 
penalty system is deeply flawed. Prof. Jim Liebmann 
of Columbia University has documented a 68% rever- 
sal rate in death penalty cases over a 20-year period. 
Governor Ryan of Illinois has imposed a moratorium 


on executions due to too many wrongful convictions, 
and the American Bar Association is campaigning for 
a national moratorium. The time has come to shut 
down what U.S. Supreme Court Justice Harry 
Blackmun has called “the machinery of death.” 

As I talked through the glass to Philip last April, 
watching helplessly as he was unable to wipe his tears 
as they flowed down his cheeks because he was shack- 
led with handcuffs to a waist chain, my soul screamed 
to the Lord, “Where is your justice? Where is your 
justice?” The same cry had welled within me first in 
May of 1979 as I sought to comfort Lois Spenkelink 
in the wake of the electrocution of her son John by 
the state of Florida. 

Perhaps my anguished prayer/scream was 
answered. Philip Workman received a stay of execu- 
tion from the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, and his 
case was argued en banc (before the whole court) on 
May 30. Our tears of anger and incredulity became 
tears of relief. We await a decision about his fate. 

I hope you will join in stopping the idolatry of 
the state determining who should live or die. Write or 
visit a death row prisoner. Teach about the death pen- 
alty in your church school and sermons. The body 
count is rising almost daily, and we must stop this 
madness. 

—Joe Ingle 


Covenant for Renewal 


The Covenant for Renewal program of the Southeast Conference works from a very simple set of 


assumptions: 


* This is not our work; it is God who calls the church into being. 


* We are co-creators with God of God’s future. 


* We are tied together in covenants with God and one another in our shared life in the Southeast Confer- 
ence of the United Church of Christ. 


* Within our churches, Conference, denomination, and beyond, we have the particular resources needed 
by each congregation. Our task is to tap those resources that help each church to be the church God calls 
it to be. 

Over the last two years, Covenant for Renewal has worked with about 20 percent of the congrega- 
tions in the Conference. In most cases, we aided church members in the initial steps of formulating a | 
mission statement. In each case, the Covenant for Renewal was a first step. The hard work is in the day-to- 
day shaping of the life of the church to realize its mission. 

Several congregations are considering a Covenant for Renewal event in the year 2000. We will 
continue to offer mission statement workshops, though our work is not limited to the writing of a mission | 
statement. Once a church begins to focus the mission to which it is called, it begins to encounter questions | 
and roadblocks. How do we get around those things that are blocking us? How do we create a Christian 
Education program? Where can we find financial resources? How do we manage conflict? How do we 
deepen our commitments? How do we proclaim our good news? 

Covenant for Renewal has the resources to help. Interested? Contact Tim Downs at the Conference 
Office. 

—John Mingus 


Many women from the Southeast 
Conference traveled to Charlotte, 
N.C., in April for the Fourth Na- 
tional UCC Women’s Meeting. The 
theme of the gathering was “From 
Many Streams—a New River.” We 
began with a uniting ritual involv- 
ing water that we had each 
brought with us, and ended with 
a worship service alive in the 
Spirit. In between, we enjoyed 
music from Native American and 
Jamaican traditions, shared in a 
moving service of healing, gleaned 
wisdom from Bible study and 
workshops, and celebrated our 
rich diversity. 


Congratulations to Oak Grove Congregational Christian Church in Pine Mountain, Ga., which 
received the Honorable Mention Frederick L. Fagley Award for churches under 350 members 
from the Congregational Christian Historical Society. The award, named after the first execu- 


tive secretary of the society, was given for Oak Grove, Troup County, Georgia: The First One 
Hundred Years, 1899-1999, by Mary Joyner-Thompson. The award letter called it “a soundly 
conceived and attractively produced history.” 


Opened Hearts and Minds 
National Youth Event 2000 


The National Youth Event is a UCC conference held every four years. Approximately 3,000 youth from 
the United States and nearby countries gathered to celebrate diversity and Christ through music, worship, 
and fellowship. Nine teenagers from Central Congregational and five teenagers from First Congregational 
were brought together by Ginnie Ferrell and David Reeves to represent the “Atlanta UCC.” The participants 
stayed in dorms on the Iowa State University campus. And although it was hot and humid, and many were 
tired due to a busy schedule, our group had a chance to bond with each other, meet new and different 
people, and have an overall positive experience. 

Participants attended worship services twice a day and various workshops, such as “Keeping the Faith 
in a Multi-Faith World,” “Haiti Sweatshops and Faith,” “Helping Teens in Crisis,” and “Tie-dying,” to name a 
few. Everyone attended a workshop entitled “White Power, Music, and Hate,” which informed people about a 
subculture with music whose goal is to persuade young, white youth with hateful messages toward people of 
color, gays, and Jews. The workshop also discussed ways to counter this growing trend. 

Everyone also attended the NYE carnival. The carnival consisted of the many different UCC churches, 


different organizations within the UCC, and nearby colleges. Each individual group that participated had its 
own table with brochures and/or 


small tokens to represent where 
they were from. There was also a 
talent show for entertainment! For 
many people, attending the confer- 
ence was a chance to learn, open 
up to new experiences, and reinforce 
one’s faith in a spirited and fun en- 
vironment. This trip opened our 
hearts and minds to the spirit of 
Christ. We also got some great new 
ideas that we are excited to share. 
—Ben Ku, Alison Gentry, 
and Alexis Childs 
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Mini Camp 2000 


Wish you were there! 

Laguna Beach Christian Retreat was the site for Mini Camp 2000, under the direction of Terrence “Rip” 
Hardman. Wayde Washburn was in charge of the devotionals/worship. Rip Hardman and Wanda Bain were in 
charge of the group sessions. We had 18 brave souls to attend. The weather was beautiful. The facilities were on 
the Gulf. Our group had a choice of swimming pools, the Gulf, basketball, volleyball, and other activities in the 
afternoon. Some even went shopping. The group session dealt with several questions: Who am I? How do I see 
myself? Who is Jesus? What was His mission, and how did He accomplish it? What are some of the biggest 
problems facing teens today? How can parents and the church help? How is Jesus the answer to our prob- 
lems? And, if you could change one thing in the church, what would it be? Wish you could have been there! 

—Roy Bain 


Cleared Minefield Saves Lives! 


God bless all you dear friends of the 
Southeast Conference who contributed so gen- 
erously to the United Nations’ demining of 
Aldeia 25 Junho in Gaza Province, 
Mozambique! We have received a report from 
the UN Development Program and the National 
Demining Commission of Mozambique, con- 
firming that 134 land mines and 52 other ex- 
plosive devices (unexploded ordnance) were 
removed. We rejoice that “fields of fear” have 
indeed become “fields of hope!” 

The village, which is on a hill above the 
Limpopo River, was demined before floods hit 
and served as a refuge for hundreds who fled 
to high, safe (mine-free) ground. The Chris- 
tian Council of Mozambique channeled aid to 
thousands in the area through the village that 
we helped to demine. We have indeed saved 
lives! Thank you from all our friends in 
Mozambique and from the Atlanta chapter of 
the United Nations Association-USA. This was 
a significant step in the ongoing work to 
demine the world, one village at a time. 

Contributions are still needed. Please 
send them to UNA-USA “Adopt-a-Minefield,” 
P.O. Box 11662, Atlanta, GA 30355. 

—Joyce Myers-Brown 


Concerns of the Alabama/Tennessee 


Social Justice Committee 


The UCC Cuba seminar continues its mis- 
sion of peace and reconciliation, through educa- 
tion and a variety of outreaches. It offers expo- 
sure to the many beautiful people living on the 
island of Cuba. The heart of the people emerges 
in an incredible embrace of love via the Cuban 
Council of Churches, Matanzas Seminario, church 
partnerships, and friendship programs. Cuba’s 
Protestant churches intend to play an important 
intermediary role in what are expected to be im- 
minent years of change and transition within 
Cuba, according to the new general secretary of 
the Cuban Council of Churches. Rev. Ted Braun 
continues his long and faithful ministry of peace- 
ful reconciliation through the UCC Cuba Semi- 
nar. For more information or to participate, con- 
tact him at 931-277-5135. 

As stated at the National Mobilization of 
Jubilee 2000 in Washington, D.C., in April, we 
here in the United States are called to stand in 
solidarity and be counted with the children, 
women, and men who are victims of an unjust 
debt system. In Accra and Tegucigalpa, in Ma- 
nila, Cologne, Johannesburg, and hundreds of 
other communities, ordinary people are standing 
with the poor of Latin America, Africa, and Asia, 
who want to use resources freed up by debt can- 
cellation to reduce poverty. The spirit of the Jubi- 
lee movement calls forth new relationships with 
neighbors, nations, and the environment. We call 
on our government, in compassion, to act in this 
year of Jubilee to cancel the crushing interna- 
tional debt of the world’s impoverished nations. 

—Callie Stone 


Congratulations to New Hope Christian Church UCC, in Roanoke, Ala., 
which celebrated its 150” anniversary on May 28. New Hope was the 
first church in the Christian tradition in Alabama, and the “mother 
church” to many other congregations in East Alabama and West Geor- 
gia. Rev. Arthur Dailey (right) led the celebration. He and Rev. Tim 
Downs are standing at the grave of Rev. Wyche Malone Elder, where a 
prayer was offered. Elder was the founding pastor of New Hope and 
the ancestor of several Elders who together established more than 30 
congregations in the Christian tradition. 
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The Southeast Conference will be hosting 12 pastors from our new partner denomination in Ger- 
many, the Evangelische Kirche der Union (EKU), for two weeks beginning September 26. This is a marvel- 
ous opportunity. Our visitors are particularly interested in African-American experience in the UCC. If you 
would like to serve as a host church, please contact Tim Downs at the Conference Office. 

Rev. Tim Downs, Conference Minister, had the honor of preaching at a service celebrating the Formula 
of Agreement joined by the United Church of Christ, Presbyterian Church (USA), Reformed Church of America, 
and Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. 

Congratulations to Rev. Dwight Andrews, pastor of First Congregational UCC, Atlanta, who was hon- 
ored with an award from the New York-based Meet the Composers Residency Works Project. 

Many thanks to Rev. Will Rabert, our disaster assistance coordinator, who did an outstanding job 
overseeing relief efforts in Camilla, Ga., after a devastating tornado. 

Rev. Richard Woodward was installed as pastor of First Congregational UCC, Savannah, Ga., 
on May 21. 

Rev. Gary Myers, pastor of Trinity Congregational UCC, Athens, Ala., was ordained into Christian 
ministry on July 16 at First Congregational Christian UCC, Birmingham. 

Pilgrim Congregational UCC, Chattanooga, pastored by Rev. John Mingus, voted to purchase land 
for a future building site and secured a loan from the Board for Homeland Ministries. 

Rev. Dale Marshall, pastor of Fairfield Glade Community UCC in Fairfield Glade, Tenn., shares that 
the congregation has instituted a “Dimes Only” offering, during which members empty their pockets and 
pocketbooks of dimes each week. In the first six months of 2000, they raised more than $1,100 for disaster 
relief and other needs, in addition to their regular annual mission giving of $60,000. 

The Southeast Conference has suffered the passing of three of our beloved leaders. Rev. Robert Johnson, 
known for his warm spirit and pastoral heart, served on the staff of First Congregational UCC, Atlanta, and as 
interim pastor of First Congregational Christian UCC, Birmingham. He was the founding pastor of St. Alban’s 
Congregational UCC in St. Alban’s, N.Y., where he served for 30 years. Rev. Joe French, who was featured in 
the February/March 1999 issue of Voices & Visions, was ordained in 1928 in the Christian Church. His long 
and fruitful ministry as a renowned preacher and teacher included serving Congregational Christian UCC in 
Lanett, Ala. Rev. Eugene Keen served as a Navy chaplain for 30 years. He pastored United Church of Hunts- 
ville, Ala., until his retirement in 1986. He remained active in a variety of organizations, including the Greater 


Huntsville Ministerial Association, Retired Officers Association, and Meals on Wheels. 


Great news from our new church starts: 


Beloved Community UCC in Birmingham, 
pastored by Rev. Angie Wright, held its first worship 
service on Pentecost Sunday, June 11. The church has 
purchased a building and received a leadership sub- 
sidy grant from the Board for Homeland Ministries. 

GSN Ministries UCC in Atlanta also received a 
three-year subsidy from BHM. GSN pastor Rev. Kathi 
Martin was honored to be the first person to preach in 
the newly dedicated Amistad Chapel at UCC headquar- 
ters in Cleveland in May. 

New Life UCC in Stone Mountain, Ga., has been 
approved by BHM for a loan for the purchase of a build- 
ing. Congratulations to Rev. Lewis Tait, New Life pas- 
tor, and the congregation. 

Open Community Korean Church in Atlanta 
has voted to join the UCC. The church’s pastor, Rev. 
Kwan-Hae Chi, is transferring his ministerial standing 
to the GA/SC Association, and the church will be ap- 
plying for status as a new church start. We welcome 
these new brothers and sisters to the UCC family. 
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Please remember these sisters and brothers in 
your prayers: 


Rev. Kathi Martin, pastor of GSN Ministries 
UCC, Atlanta, who was recently diagnosed with mul- 
tiple sclerosis. 

Irene Sumner, spouse of Rev. John Sumner 
of First UCC, Belvidere, Tenn., recovering from a 
heart attack. 

Jan and Karl Whiteman, our missionary 
partners in Micronesia, whose island has been 
plagued with a cholera epidemic. 

Rev. John Mingus, pastor of Pilgrim Con- 
gregational UCC, Chattanooga, recovering from a se- 
rious and debilitating bout with shingles. 

Rev. Dorothy Gager, a chaplain serving 
people with addictions at Vanderbilt University Hos- 
pital in Nashville, and her young son, Moses, who 
is undergoing chemotherapy treatments for a tu- 
mor. 

Rev. Frank McCook, pastor of North Main 
Congregational Christian UCC in Roanoke, Ala., 
whose father passed away after a long illness. 


Southeast Feast 


Food for the Heart and Soul 


he call came on Monday evening, June 12. I’ve always been expecting it, just didn’t know the timing. I once 
had four uncles, my father’s older brothers, all dead now of heart disease. I never knew my father’s father, 
who died of a massive heart attack on my parents’ first wedding anniversary. 

We all live with our vulnerabilities and life’s uncertainties. And eventually they catch up to us. On June 
12, my father had a heart attack, which threw blood clots to his brain, causing a series of strokes. 

It soon became clear to me that I needed to be present with my family for this crisis. Tim Downs and 
Gerri Ryons-Hudson, who work too hard as it is, took over my last-minute responsibilities for the Annual 
Meeting. I kept worrying that something would be missed, until Tim finally said to me—gently, of course— 
“Joyce, just let go.” And so I headed off to Virginia to be with my family. 

The Annual Meeting is always the highlight of my work year. I was terribly disappointed not to be there— 
not only to see the fruits of months of planning and work, but also to be able to sing and celebrate with brothers 
and sisters in Christ. It felt as though a family reunion was happening without me. I thought of all of you 
gathered in Montgomery often during the weekend. 

I especially thought of you on Sunday morning. With the Book of Worship given to me by Tim on my day 
of ordination, and the communion set presented to me by Gerri on that same day, I led my family in a service of 
communion in my father’s hospital room. It was a make-do affair. The only seat available was the bedside 
commode, the only altar my father’s tray table. My nephews read the 23™ Psalm; my sister led us in singing “It 
Is Well with My Soul” from a variety of gathered hymnals. It was a blessed way to spend Father’s Day. 

I regret that I missed the Annual Meeting, but I never had a doubt that I was where I needed to be. I’m 
grateful to work with colleagues who both encouraged and enabled me to be gone at a critical time. Jesus once 
asked, “Who is my mother, who are my brothers and sisters?” (Matthew 12:48) He made clear that all of us who 
follow him are a family. For my biological family, and for my Southeast Conference family, I give thanks to God. 


CONFERENCE CALENDAR 
SEPTEMBER 


8- 9 GA/SC Annual Meeting (First Congregational, Savannah, GA) 
15-16 AL/TN Annual Meeting (Pilgrim Congregational, Chattanooga, TN) 
24 40th Anniversary (United Church of Huntsville, Huntsville, TN) 
25 - 27 Southern Regional Staff Conference (Simpsonwood Conference Center, 
Atlanta, GA) 
26 Evangelische Kirche der Union (EKU) Delegates Arrive (Various Host Churches) 


OCTOBER 


8- 9 Church & Ministry Consultation (Eden Seminary, St. Louis, MO) 


9 Evangelische Kirche der Union (EKU) Delegates Depart 
14 SAL/NWFL Annual Meeting (Liberty Congregational, Brantley, AL) 
21 EAL/WGA Annual Meeting (Antioch Congregational, Roanoke, AL) 
27 - 28 Board of Directors/Program Planning Meeting (Central Congregational, 
Atlanta, GA) 


11 


dep nds on you, 
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—from Romans 12 
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